
102 ARCHITECTURE, CULTURE, AND THE CHALLENGES OF GLOBALIZATION 

Inside/Out: 
Shifting Boundaries and Hybrid Spaces 

SUSAN ROGERS 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

The risc: ol' ~ l r l ~ a n i s n ~  as a prel'trrred wa!: 01' life. amplil'icd \I\: t11e 
persistent c ~ r i t ~ i c d  assault on sul~urbariism and dcr l~ogra~) l~ic  
rliarqp (mi lw directly linked to tlle current restructurirlg of the  
city. Thc tr*ar~siticm is rapid autl ocwrring \rith v(-ry little 
opp)r;ition nr resiitance. .lalnrs Holstor~ (1905: 44,) writc:s. 
" (~i t izer~s l l i~~ rhanges 3s new members cmc:rgcl to advance their 

Ilanicall~. i r ~  the last dctadc. the dream ol' an open. tiee, and 
clivctrsc~ city - a 'Cnsn~o~~olis'  - had captured the ilnagi~latior~ 
wide ritirs throughout the U.S. 111oved throu$ a transitional 
phase of rrstructuring; this Iillase was characterized by econoln- 
ically and ethnically diverse ~ieigl~borlioocls. c o ~ ~ ~ n l u ~ i i t i e s  a ~ l  
citic:.l 'She drean~ llas (pickly b e e o ~ ~ t e  a niglitrnarr as thct 
restr~rc~turir~g has movetl Iieyond transiticm to the reality of' overt 
erasrlrc: and a r e t r c ~ ~ r t ~ r l ~ e o t  of' thc hardened borders 01' 
styrepation. simply assenbled i n  a new pattern. Tlw city oi' 
ditferel~cc. morr~entarily emerpd  but it is quickly varlisl~ing 
along wit11 the \-ision of social and spatial justice. A new spatial 
~~olerizatioli is e ~ r w r g i ~ ~ g  that is b a d  or1 the all-to-real f'antasics 
(11' excl~~sior~.  I)cnver. clonlinatio~i. a rd  cordor~nity. 111 a glol)al 
society. and i l l  tllc local con~~ilurrity. the conlpetition I ; J ~  space 
is fierce. T l ~ e  l'cwcit); nl' the i:urrctrlt competition is syatcrllatic:al- 
1; re-organizing t l~r  c ih  - turrlitlg i t  illside out. 
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1)eliiopraplk change is one of the hr! forces uf'erting tlie 
c.urrent re-tructuring of' the tit\. Ovrr the l d ~ t  t h r w  ( / r~adt ,z  

clrrr~ographic ellil'ts in IIouston to the current restr~~c.turing 01' . . .  
the ciq- and the conrurrrnt rrtrcwc.hrricnt ol' -1yrcp1t11111. I I  I >  

c'lvar that t l ~ c  pl~erlorriena are oc ru r r in~  ci~~iultaneoud!. 11 i. 
also apparent that t le~nogra~~liic clra~rgc ib  likel! fueling the fire? 
01' L'ar arid cwslusion. :la p m e r  is tllreateried m d  ne\\ citizc.ri> 
attempt to claim n b h d ~ ~  of' the city arid it- spacacs. 

~ \ \ I T I I  1990 a11d 2000 1Ioudo11-s oxera11 popula t io~~ in- 
cwawd apl)ro\i~natvl! '701!41. 'I'hr HlacL or .4hicar1 .\meric.an 
~ ~ q ~ u l a t i o r ~  rcr~lair~ccl rel:iti\el! stalde betuee~i lWO and 2OOO. 
tlle I libpanic or Latino population i ~ i ~ w d w d  o\ ( - 1  OOO/o. t l ~ ( a  

.\sian populatio~i incwa-id rlcarl! I)O(!h. a d  the \\'liitc popula- 
1io11 d~v.lir~ecl I,y over 9%: Like rri,311! cities thro~l$~out  the 
1.5. the dernograpl~ic proiile of Hotl>torr ha- I I W I I  +igr~iIic-~r~tl\ 
dtered b! the in(-rea-~= i l l  immigratio~~ in tile 1a.t thrcv ciec,~tle~. 
In atltlition. tlir tlistril~utior~ of the pnpulation tlirougllout the 
rity liar c-harigtvl drarr~aticall! in the last ten !ear* illustratii~p 
1111. ch i l i  of 111i. \ ~ l ~ i t e  mitlclle c l a s  to the center of t11r cit! ail11 
/ ~ ~ o j ) l c ~  01' color to inner subur1)m arcaa. T h r  r\tcvit ol t l ~ c w -  

Houston Change in Population: 1990-2000 
(frcm lefi to right) 
Map 1- Mite  Pbpulabcn 
Map 2: Black or African American Pbpulation 
Map 3- Hspanic or Latmo Populat~m 
(VVnite represents populabon loss: black represents population gain) 
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goals ol' pelicy I~ave been ac&ved. 1111. rnitldle class 113s 
rt.turr~ed. and t l ~ t .  urban -'cri&" is disappc.ariug. At t111. same 
tinw, i~~equity,  (lisprity. and scyegation persist - particularly 
i l l  t11v t l i s t r i l~r t io~~ of po\wr ; I I ~  resr111r1:1.~, and i~irrctasi~~gly in 
p11ysic:d access to rcwic:es a d  wntcrs. lir11a11 policy Im yet to 
r rcopize  the impacts - a~icl ~ w i a i ~ i s  fo r~~s t -d  on the wrct of 
14i1'3. Tlie rrlrrcwt 11eneficiaric.s have their Ilantls held out as 
t111.y 11ream ol' t11vir urha11 1'111ure. 

, , 
Ihe~ Innprngt~ e j '  r~c~itolizrr~ior~, reqrclirrg, rrpgrndir~g trrrtl 
rrrrtri.s\cinre srigests 111ot c!&ted r~eig/~hor/~oo~l.s r t rw 
~ O I ~ I C I I O I V  rlcr.i~rrlizi)cl or cw/rrrral!y nroribrrnrl prior t c ~  
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TIN* I I ~ I I ; I I I  is the .-r~tlis~.ovt*riC and 1v1vt~t1.11 landsrapt- III' tlw 
p n v ~ d i ~ l .  the middle cia+. anti the \chit(. a1111 in order to cvlwrt. 
tlle c . c~r~ t i r~~~ed  dwotiorr of a rt:cwr~lig~~rc~tl &TOllp of' 11rl1u11 
~ m n s t i ~ ~ r t ~ ~ ~ t s  1111: (zit ,  i b  sIw~~cling 1ni1li1111s. i l '  11ot 1) i l l i1111>.  oi' . . 
do11a1+ I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I ~  tlw i~~fr;~structure. rvpillrlrlg t111' s tr~~ets.  
buildin;! ~itle\vall;a. a rd  1)oastirlg crl' an url,an rer~ai+>anc:e 
unparoll~~lt~d in the llirtory of tlle :\111rriea11 (.it?. In adtliticm. a 
- d i s ~ ~ q -  i~~sp i rcd  1i$11-rail systelti \\ill nllisk t l ~ e  ne\v I - I I I I ~ I ~ I I I -  
ents of' t11v urban larld~c:al~c! to and fro. 'I'111. url~ari i rn~r ; i~~at io~~ 
is l ~ a y i ~ ~ g  off. Tlte I I O I I + ~ ~ I I  !\sso~!i:~tio~~ 01' llealtors r(!~x!~~tly 
repu~~rcl  t l~at  land value*> inside the Loop ( \ r l ~ i d r  i r ~  I H I I I I ~ I O I I  

the ~ ~ I I I I I ~ I I ~ I Y .  t11v IIOI ISC.  the street is ~r~.atc.d as a cwltural 
artil'ac.t and not as all i~~vc'rh~lrr~t  c~~~j~orturl i ty.  111 ur11ar1 arcas 
p l a c ~  I I O  longer ha+ c:ult~~ral valut- o ~ ~ l y  ~rrupem- value.: I~lac.~. 
has I W C I I  ~ I I ~ I ~ I I I I I I ~  II! 1111, \ d u e  of capital ac.c:u~n~~Iatio~~ ratl~er 
t11a11 tlw I I I I I I I ~ I I  \ - ~ I I I I % >  01' prosi~nit!. r ~ ~ l a t i o ~ ~ s l ~ i l ~ .  a1111 a1111port: 
plact, Ilas I I ~ I . I I I I I I *  a I ~ r ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ . t  to seU ant1 to c.or~surr~c:: placv* 11as 
11eco11w irlla~(:. or l)rocl~wt. void 01' I~istory. Io~~gt?vity. social 
tit-> - void 01 cultural r141wmv. 111 1111- d ~ u r b s  the revt.rscb i? 
ocvwrrin;. place is -11~1ldi1lg the r e i p  ol' t.cw~ltr~nic. ~ I ~ I I I O I I V .  

r o ~ l f o r ~ ~ ~ i t y  and c1111tro1 ; I I ~  bretdir~g cwlture. divc*rsit!. u l~d  
l:lll!rpy. 

S u l d ~ a ~ ~  >piwe i b  Iwir~; adapted. trCrr~.;l;~r~netl. ac*ti\atcvl- 
t\\eut! !ear> ago thic ctattment \ \ o ~ ~ l t l  r d  as scierlcr tic41111 - 
but it i> reality. Ethnic.. i11111liyora11t. a1111 p w r  C O I ~ I I I U I I ~ ~ ~ I * >  arts 
a p l ~ o l r i a t i ~ ~ g  abatidor~tvl hllaci. or1 t111. ~~t . r ip l iey  (not (wtir14y 
Ily vl~oic.~. 11ut a.i a I ~ y I ) ~ c ~ t l ~ ~ c ~ t  of'ger~trilic.atior~) ilnprirrti~~g rlcw 

. . 
111111liv >II;IIY. tile street. t l ~ t b  ~ ~ c ~ i ~ l t l ~ ~ ~ r l ~ o o ~ l  i s  more a h11c.ti1111 01' 
nerrb>itv tl~c.rl it is of clt.sirc.. Fur ther~~~c~r t* .  ;116vatior1 WI.III> v r n  
looarly tied to t11c. 1111ysi1:;1l clualities of ~ ~ I ; I W  a11d I I I O ~ I .  11irtv:tly 
tie11 t o  1111. I I IWI  lbr 1111llli1: life. \ \ ' l ~ e ~ I ~ t ~ r  t l~at  need is I ~ I I I ~ I I I ~ ~ .  

sorial. I~olitie:al, or I . I I I I I I I I I I I I ~ ~ .  Puhlic lil;.. 11ttdc-stria11 ac~tivity. 
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atid vitality are not 41k-tlv u r l m  c.haracsteristics, I N I I  r~rl~trrharl Fir~ally, if  histor). is our g~ritlc then tht- c-onditions ilt..c.ril~etl 
ilnpossihili~ic~a. '1'0 COI ISI~I ICI  oppositiot1s lwt\\(+e11 the rnc.,lrlh ol here too will chari,nc q~~icl\ ly - the q c . l c .  \+ill corltir~uu* and die  
11-I .  of u r h ~ r  and wl~urbari spaw is to jail to rwogrrize thc papw and toot11~)ic.L apartmtwts I~uilt toda! \ \ i l l  rt-acl~ the e r d  
impCwth ol' (111s rurrent tr'i114orrnatiorl crl' 1111. Xrrlerican ,-it) a r~d  ol the deprrviation cyc.lt. ant1 I~ecome tlw ghettos of tolnorro\v. 
the ~ - o ~ ~ t r ; ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ t i o r t ~  t h t  arc twiergiy. h n r r  strl~urhan -per \+ill fill t h  mitid. ol' d i o l a r s  anti 

tl~rorists, and tlw same spxc. t l~at  is activatc>d IJ\ the ener=, a rd  

For the last centtrry h e  urban Iia* Iwen itlentitieil witlr rsisis 
and drspair. 'l'odav. tliorc. tl~arl thirty ycars of larcination \ + i t 1 1  
tlte urbar~ has changed thc location a rd  tlrfirrition of' the 
"cri4." rntirc4y. The  iorc.ep that are restmcturirl,v tllc larlclscape 
of our citi1.k art* both real and irrragirlecl, imposed and ir~rlate. 
dnruirrant and subvt=rri\e. The shifting rralities of space. ritl1c.r 
suburl~arl or ~rrban, swl i  tra114tory. but the l'actori unclerpiu- 
r~irtg tiiesr r~a l i~ ie .  are enduring. 1'11I)lic liberalism has L I I T I I  
rejev~ctl mttl it  has been rrplacvd with the perrei.rcd logic ol' the 
rrr;~rhet. 111 tllih fril~r~c\vorh c u l t ~ ~ r t ~  as a way of' liie is rtq~lac:c.tl 
with culture as a prc~durt. Tlw "hota' nev produt-t i r ~  t l~r global 
rrtarketl11ac.c is urbanism. 

disitrvc~sttr~twt ic rapid. the trald'orrriation qr1ic4, arid the 
erasure v i r t t~a l l~  absolute. Jearr Xttali (2000: 272) writes i l l  

Ilr~trrtio~~s, "The wrribirratory genius nl ritic.r tllet~ comes to 
14lallc1rge architecture. o\t=r-tly substitutil~g the plastic.itq' ol' its 
proprants ard  functions for the immobility of ardritwture's 
li~r~ns." In  a world where evcrytIiin,rr i3 mo\irlg so rapidly 
art-liitwt~. cIt>sivners. antl pldr~r~err have eotnnlittetl to p1rma- t 
I I I ~ I I - ~ .  attempting 10 dcly t h e  antl the cmrr+tarrt reryclir~; oi 
cpa(.e. As rIc.sigrrer~ concerned wit11 tltc h i l t  eri\irolmrnt aud 
I I ~ ; I I I  *pace we cari~lot was11 our hands of t h r  rt.sl~orl.sil~ility 
h a t  \4e s11al.c Ior the current ro rd i t io~~a  in our cities. as Iiim 
1)ovvy ( 1  990: 45) writes: 

. . 
inrlov;&~~t 01' e lhnk groups, irnrnigrants. arid the poor will be 
"rerlai~tlt:d" a d  "c.olorrized". As .\larhllall Bern~aii (I 997: 179) 
writex 

rb e~pm up rierr r~c~igl~borlroorls oSJ;.eling a n d  expr r4on  in 
sc(tr\r. rtnf~nri/i(tr p r t s  of tlrr motlcrn ci!\: Ifb Irctror~pe 
arld sriincc pc*ople to ,no. urrd we sir-ear that o w e  tlrq. get 

t h t w .  rlreir I L ~ A ~  bc~ing 11d1 be trcrn$orn~ed - /Ilclt:F I I ~ P  
poi111 of tlte sorig, ,"lVctke tire A Trcrin.' .4t last Y P O ~ ~ P  do go. 
nnd thqv  lor^^ it. am1 tllirrp Ircrppen just a s  rw  strid /Ire\. 
~r*orrld, crntf r ric.feeljir!fillcr/. Nrrt tire11 more p ~ r ~ p l e  pn rltccn 
r t  e iritcrrrlrd, und st larrpr tlrirrgs happen tlrrrrr I I  c, inrag- 
irrerl, r~r~dfirlcrl!\. the I t:lrolc r~c~igltborlrood looks or.erl~cril/ to 
14.5, tlrorcglall itfee/.sfirw to //re people r r h  rc7cnt tlrere on ozrr 
rc~ortl. Tltm roe krrorr rr~e'l*e got to go . . . Orrr snrlr~ess is 
mired ~c~irlr pride. bccn~r.sc rt~e knoru we'rv done our rc.ork 
rrdl  and helped the r i t v p o ~ o .  But 110rr9 it's tinrc to listen fix 

TIIP tlrranl of -'ro~r~rol~oli.s'' has become a rri,vl~trriare. 

"See (:laudia lidkri.. i i~~rn. i t .w w i h  ?'ran l'hi Lho in T h r  1;;lrdj.n~ I I T  
I ~ I I ~ I I I I ' ~  publi>ht-a1 i n  (.YIP. i.111. 50. 5pn11g 2lIOl. 

411g1!, Mart. (1005) I Y ~ W ~ I U ~ Y ~ ~ :  . ~ J I  Inrroductio~~ 10 1111 . + l ~ ~ t l ~ r o ~ ~ o l ~ ~ ~ v  I!/ 

h i g r w r s  ilavr retreatc.11 from the recopitiorl lllat shaping .''~r~~~nuu~l~~rni!\; London: \:ww. 

pIaw has pditical impIit*a~iorle and that musing in the acatlemy r(,ll- ~ l i ~ l ~ ~ ~ . l  szr T~~~~~~ L~~~~ (11)c)to .qlr311. .q,,frcr. ~ l ~ , .  i\lonaerlli 
01. O I I  the boards h a  red irtipacts. lnc. and The I.'ut~lri. I'nljrc~. 
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